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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 


Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 


Having been the agent of the people in the Executive Depart- 
ment of the State Government for eight years, a greater length 
of time than has been served by any of my predecessors since 
the admission of the State into the Union, and you being 
charged with the grave and responsible duties of legislating for, 
and in behalf of our one and a half million of people, at the 
close of my second term of office it is no less my pleasure than 
official duty to place in your hands this communication, which 
refers alike to past legislation, and some recommendations to 
which I respectfully invite the consideration of your honorable 
body. While my honorable successor will share with you the 
responsibility o! your enactments during the present session, I 
submit for disposition some measures which experience has 
impressed upon me as being not only wise, but in keeping with 
the fitness of things, and that will tend to promote good order, 
enforcement of the Jaws, and at the same time material relief to 
those who bear the burdens of government. 

When chosen to discharge the duties of Chief Magistrate of 
the Commonwealth, eight years ago, it was my earnest wish to 
co-operate with your predecessors in whatever would advance 
the interest and promote the prosperity and contentment of those 
whose agents we were. Whether or not I have succeeded in 
this laudable desire is left to an impartial public to determine. 
At times, when differences existed upon public measures, between 
the Legislative Department and myself, that difference was mani- 
fested with becoming dignity and settled as provided by the 
constitution and laws. 

I congratulate you upon the favorable outlook of affairs. My 
information justifies the assumption that the business interests of 
the State are prosperous. Values of every description have 
appreciated, and it is especially noted that the people were never 
more contented than at present. Every vocation having for its 
object the advancement and development of our material interests, 
receives unstinted encouragment, thus creating in the conduct of 
all enterprises hope and inspiration for the future. When it is re- 
membered that the valuation of real and personal property in the 
State in 1882 was one hundred and sixteen millions, nine hun- 
dred and thirty-six dollars, and that to day it is in round numbers, 
one hundred and fifty-eight millions—an increase of over forty- 
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one milllon dollars—it will be readily comprehended that the 
State com nnes advantages that will continue to grow and develop 
until multiphed millions will be added to our wealth True it is. 
that our chief interest, agriculture, 1s dependent on auspicious 
seasons, and occasionally some localities suffer because of drouth 
or too much rain-fall, as was the case with the fertile prairies of 
the north-eastern portion of the State during the past year, yet 
the harvest of all the crops. even in that section that suffered 
most because of unfavorable seasons, gives assurance of a suff- 
ciency of food and no checking of that individual and general 
prosperity which pervades the State. The farming interests 
have kept pace with the progress of other industries. I have 
had occasion to say in public speeches and in papers emanating 
from the Executive Department, that this State should, and ought 
to be, one of the largest cotton manufacturing States in the 
Union, for in the very nature of things it may be safely 
stated that in the area of its production, there it must be most 
extensively manufactured, and it is only a question of time when 
this will be so. The stead) and increased capital invested in 
that direction justifies the truth of the above assertion. 

The compilation of the increase in this industry since 1880, 
shows 4c per cent. more mills, and that spindles ard looms have 
more than trebled, yet this is better understood when it is known 
that the growth and increase of other industries for the same period 
are quite as great It will be remembered by those who wit- 
nessed the exhibit made by Mississippi at the World's Exposition 
in New Orleans five years ago, that her own citizens were sur- 
prised at the diversity and magnitude of her resources The 
variety and value of timbers attracted strangers from almost 
every country, and now not only allimportant cities in the United 
States, but England, Ireland, Scotland, France. Germany, Spain, 
Portugal, and indeed almost every part of the world, are receiving 
shipments of lumber from Mississippi. 

To say that the State is growing is attested by the millions of 
increased wealth in the past few years, wnich springs from fertile 
lands and a climate with conditions and appointments that invite 
the investment of capital in factories and other enterprises which 
assure good returns. This progress is notable in the increased 
acreage of lands annually brought into cultivation, the diversifying 
of crops, which include clover and hay, now sought after in mar- 
kets where heretofore timothy and hay alone, from distant States, 
were sold. 

Stock-breeding in Mississippi has grown to most surprising pro- 
portions. I mention, to demonstrate the increase in this regard, 
the county of Lee, in the north-east, Wilkinson in the south- 
west, and Madison in the central part of the State. These 
counties are supplying and selling home-raised horses and mules 
when heretofore they have been purchased {rom Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee and other States. Many other counties are doing the 
same thing. It is scarcely necessary to say that herds of fine 
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cattle are found in almost every county from the Tennessee line to 
the Gulf Coast, and from the Mississippi river to our eastern 
border ; and in addition, it is gratifying to know that our people 
are gradually returning to ante-bellum days, having their corn- 
cribs and smoke-houses at home instead of in distant States. 
Fertilizer factories. canning factories, barrel, box and shingle 
factories, cotton compresses, cotton-seed oil mills, water-works, 
gas works, ice factories, electric light companies, and hundreds 
of other important enterprises all point unerringly to a bright and 
prosperous future. i 

In my biennial messages of 1884 and 1886, in discussing the 
financial interests of the State, I urged such a change in 


THE FISCAL YEAR 


as would insure the publication of the reports of the Auditor and 
‘Treasurer before the assembling of the Legislature, so as to afford 
the Governor and Legislature an opportunity of examining them, 
they constituting in a great measure the data upon which expend- 
itures and appropriations are made. In 1888, a bill looking t> the 
change as recommended, passed both Houses. It simply made 
the change, but no provision for carrying it into effect 

Fearing that confusion would follow in the departments, I ad- 
dressed a note to the Auditor and Treasurer and received a reply 
from which I extract the following: 


‘There are many reasons why there should be a change in the fiscal year, 
but the bill under consideration does not provide forsuch change. It is in- 
dispensable that the receipt and disbursement account should have a com- 
mon beginning and ending to prevent confusion, and preserve an intelligent 
report of transactions at the Auditor’s and Treasurer’s office. I would sug- 
gest the 30th of September as a suitable date for the conclusion of the fiscal 
period. The law should be so framed as to prevent friction. 

One of the chief objects of the change is to have reports of all depart- 
ments prepared and published by the assembling of the Legislature,” 


I again recommend the change, with a provision covering the 
objections to the former Dill, which was returned without my ap- 
proval 

By section 217 of the Revised Code of 1880, the Auditor is 
made the authority for information touching the condition of 


THE FINANCES, 


and is charged with the duty of ‘‘ making a detailed report of re- 
ceipts and expenditures of the two previous years, and a detailed 
estimate of the receipts and expenditures during the two years 
next ensuing, and to accompany such reports with the proper ex- 
planations, and point out any defects in the revenue law, and 
such measures as he may deem advisable for improving or increas- 
ing the revenue.” f 

The foregoing statutory duty is properly confided to that official, 
as every dollar paid into, or out of, the Treasury is upon his war- 
rant, and I submit that his recommendations should receive the 
most careful consideration. 
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An officer, representing a constituency in the Legislative De- 
partment, who assumes without the most intelligent and exhaust- 
ive examination, to reduce or increase the revenue of a State by 
taxation, more frequently produces contusion than advantage to 
those whom he seeks to serve; and, as I have had occasion here- 
tofore to say, if there is any science in government, that one is 
best that is cheapest, honestly administered and imposes the 
lightest burdens. 

I am led to this statement from the fact that the committee of 
the Legistature in 1882, on Ways and Means, upon a valuation 
of $116,936.00 reduced the State tax % mill, and increased the ap- 
propriation to the free schools $100,000 per annum. This action 
necessarily increased the State debt. Prior to the meeting of the 
Legislature in 1888, I addressed a note to the State Treasurer re- 
questing the causes for the increase of the payable cebt of the 
State. In reply he stated that ‘‘the deficit in the revenue was 
caused by a reduction in 1882 of one-half mill levy, at the same 
time $100,000 additional was appropriated annually for the support 
of the common schools, together with other large appropriations 
for the establishment, repair and maintenance of colleges, asylums, 
hospitals, etc. The revenue was further diminished by the falling 
off in receipts from the sale in liquor licenses, aggregating $178,- 
795 88.” The reasons for the increase cannot be misunderstood 
—the three items last mentioned alone constituting the sum. A 
reduction of the levy should have been followed by corresponding 
reductions in expenditures. 

In my message of 1884, I said: “I am convinced that if 
appropriations of 1884-5 exceed $700,000 annually, that it will re- 
sult in creating a deficit unless the rate of taxation is increased. 
which should not be done.” In 1886, I stated: ‘‘I venture to 
repeat and emphasise the caution contained in my last message, 
that the most rigid economy must be inaugurated in every depart- 
ment of the Government. Even then I apprehend that the pres- 
ent resources will prove inadequate to meet necessary expenses.” 

True it is, that the payable debt of the State is less than that of 
any other Southern State, save perhaps one, yet it is well in pro- 
viding for the administration of the State Government, to see that 
the expenditures do not exceed the receipts. I am gratified to say 
that for the past two years, 1888-9, this has been observed. 


The receipts for 1888 were .. $1,033,807 35 
The receipts for 1889 were ... 1,151,055 10 
Making a total for the two years: $2,184,862 45 
Disbursements for 1888.......... $1,010,628 89 
Disbursements for 1889....... ... 870,675 13 
Total disbursements. .... .. $1,881,304 02 $1,881,304 02 


Receipts in excess of disbursements for the 2 yrs $ 303,558 43 
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The reason for the increased receipts of 1889 was due to the 
half mill additional levy over 1888, and the further fact that col 
Jections were only made from October until the ist of January, 
1889, besides the collections for 1889 were made upon an increased 
valuation of real and personal property of twenty-five millions 
over 1888. 

I am informed by the Auditor that he has invited a committee 
of your body to examine the assessment rolls in his office, where, 
in my judgment, you will find instances of gross incompetency 
and flagrant violations of law. At present assessments rolls, 
when forwarded to the Auditor, must be accepted, he having no 
discretion to reject. I respectfully submit that this is a matter of 
grave importance, and I recommend that the present law be so 
amended that when the assessment roll is received by the Aud- 
itor, and is notin conformity with law, or is erroneously and in- 
competently made up, that it shall be the duty of the Auditor to 
return the same to the president of the board of supervisors, 
and that the board appoint a competent person to make a new 
roll, and that such appointee shall receive all fees now provided 
by law instead of the assessor who failed to meet the requirements 
of the statute in this behalf. Before dismissing the subject of as- 
sessments. I respectfully suggest that thelaw as it now stands 
could probably be modified in some of its details, but should not, 
J think, be materially changed. 

There was cash in the Treasury on the first day of January, 
1890, $555,450.02. There can be no doubt that in the course of 
four years, with the present rate of taxation and the natural in- 
crease of values, the payable debt of the State can be anticipated 
and the bonds retired. 

I am gratified to report to your honorable body that the law for 
the collection of 

THE POLL TAX, 


recommended by me in my message of 1886, and again in 1888, 
and passed at the latter session, has, as I am informed by the 
Auditor, worked admirably, adding to the collections from that 
source last year more than $30,000, and this year will show a 
large increase in collections. I ventured the opinion in 1888 that 
‘“the enforcement and collection of the delinquent poll tax would . 
not only compel a duty to society, but the sum, if collected by 
the law recommended, would, if it could be used for that purpose, 
more than defray the entire expenses of the Deaf and Dumb and 
Blind Institutes and the Hospitals at the cities of Vicksburg and 
Natchez for the next two years.” 

The sums collected verify the prediction, besides elevating the 
standard of citizenship. The phraseology of the law will require 
some modification, to which the Auditor, in treating of the reve~ 
nue, will call your attention. : ; 

On this subject, I respectfully renew a recommendation mad: 
to your predecessors in 1888, that the Legislature at its present 
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session submit for the consideration and vote of the people, an 
amendment to the Constitution making the payment of the poll 
tax a condition to the right of suffrage, which should receive the 
endorsement of both races. 

On two previous occasions, in 1886 and 1888, I called the at- 
tention of your predecessors to what I conceive a most important 
measure, and now respectfully submit for your consideration the 
same recommendation, which in my judgment would materially 
reduce county expenses, and especially that class of expenses 
which occur in criminal cases in the Circuit Court, known as 


FFES OF WITNESSES. 


While it is admitted that the Constitution confers on Circuit 
Courts original juridiction in all criminal cases, it also provides in 
section 31, article 1, for the trial of misdemeanors, before a mag- 
istrate or other inferior court that may be created by the Legisla- 
ture. If every misdemeanor was tried before a magistrate having 
jurisdiction, the saving to the counties of the State would be im- 
mense. I call your attention to the fact that there are over 150 
Circuit Courts held aniually in the State, and that the greatest 
burden inthe way of taxation is that of county tax, and what- 
ever will reduce this expense should receive your unstinted sup- 
ort. 

k If the present law serves to fill your treasury or tends to the 
elevation of society, or the promotion in any manner whatever of 
the public welfare, it should not be disturbed, but the truth is, 
that misdemeanors of almost every description make their way 
into the Circuit Court, ard the fees of witnesses are paid out of 
the county treasury, when nine cases of ten should be tried be- 
fore the justice of the peaee in the district where the offense was 
committed. 

It will be remembered that if the Circuit Courts are relieved 
from hearing these petty offenses the cost of holding them will be 
lessoned perhaps one-half. What can be the reason for not 
changing the law if it will benefit those who contribute to the sup- 
port of the government? The experience of every judge, dis- 
trict attorney, lawyer and citizen, if given, would concur in say- 
ing, that the average misdemeanor upon conviction, resultsin a 
fine of frequently $1 and costs—the latter amounting from $20 to 
$45, ten or twenty of this amount going, as the case may 
be, to the district attorney, then to the clerk and sheriff, 
and witness fees to be provided for by the tax-payers of © 
the county. The State gets a dollar under the present law, 
at an outlay of probably $25 or more to the county 
It is no answer to the suggested change to say, that mag- 
istrates are inefficient and that violations of law will soon 
be on the increase. Tax-payers are voters, and select their agent 
with a view to fitness, and when a magistrate is chosen in the dis- 
trict of his residence he should promptly hear and determine all 


cases where he has jurisdiction, and should have cost in every 
case of conviction. 
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To make misdemeanors triable before justices of the peace, 
will relieve the Circuit Courts of probably two-thirds of the 
criminal cases on their dockets. If itis thought wise to except 
the more grave misdemeanors from the law suggested, let it be 
done, but I urge the change herein mentioned, believing that it 
will save the counties of the State not less than one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars annually. To allow the justices of the peace 
reasonable costs in all cases of conviction, but few offenses will 
escape investigation, and that, too, at the proper time and place, 
without the interposition of a grand jury. The right of appeal 
to the Circuit Court, and a trial by a jury when requested, fully 
protects the accused in all his rights. In this connection, I beg 
to submit a former recommendation that 


DISTRICT ATTORNEYS BE PAID SALARIES, 


and no other fees. The present mode of, paying salaries and al- 
lowing fees for conviction is objectionable in almost every point 
of view The district attorney should be an independent officer. 
The services performed by him are clearly defined. and there can 
be no difficulty in fixing his compensation. He now receives a 
salary of twelve hundred dollars. Add to this such sum as 
would be reasonable for his services, remembering that he is al- 
lowed to practice in all civil cases. A discontinuance of the fee 
system will relieve the Circuit Courts from a class of cases that in 
the very nature of things should be tried before justices of the 
peace, and at the same time protect and save the tax-payers from 
an unnecessary and costly expenditure of money. ‘Lhe proposed 
change would materially reduce the time now occupied by the 
Circuit Courts. Judges, under the present system, feel obliged to 
impose a nominal fine in petty cases, knowing the burden of the 
cost bill. The change recommended would elevate and not 
scandalize the administration of the criminal law by going 
through the farce of imposing a fine of a dollar, and costs to the 
extent of thirty or foity dollars. 

The allowance of costs to the justice of the peace and a denial 
of perquisites tothe district attorney will in a great measure ac- 
complish the object desired. Those who own and maintain the 
government would doubtless be surprised to learn, that in the 
modes chosen for compensating their pub'ic servants, that in nu- 
merous instances during the past few years, district attorneys have 
received by salary and perquisites combined, more compensation 
annually than the judges of the supreme, circuit or chancery 
courts, and more than any State official If any fees are allowed, 
they should go into the State Treasury, thus supplying a fund to 
meet the.salaries paid.~ - 

There should be no uncertainty about the emoluments of an 
office when the compensation can bé fixed. I respectfully urge 
the adoption of this change, confidently believing that those who 
bear the burdens of government will be relieved from a large and 
unnecessary expense. District attorneys of the several judicial 
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districts, under the present law, are paid from the State Treasury, 

during their terms of four years less than fifty thousand dollars. 

By the change suggested in four years, the reduction of county 

taxes in the seventy-four counties would approximate, if not ex- 

ceed, a half million of dollars. ' 
REVENUE AGENT. 

The Supreme Court, in the case ot vs, , — Mis- 
sissippi Reports, held that the office of Revenue Agent was limited 
and had expired. 

Being familiar with the workings of this agency in the collec- 
tion of large sums of money, and believing that it~ restoration 
would be the means of recovering revenue improperly withheld, 


I addressed a note to Hon. W. W. Stone, Auditor, and received 
the following reply: 


à Jackson, Miss, December 25, 1889. 
Governor Robt, Lowry, Executive Office: 

Dear Sir —Neting your favor of same date herewith, requesting my 
views touching the abolishing of the State Revenue Agency, I beg to reply: 
After a close observation of all matters touching the revenues of the State, 
and the system observed under the laws in relation thereto, I am impelled 
to the conviction that as an auxiliary, the Revenue Agent is a decided neces- 
sity. And the function of the office should be restored, and the scope of 
duty and authority enlarged Under the original act creating the office, 
the Agent earned his salary by discovering and collecting debts due the 
State from defaulting sources. Without this work large sums would have 
been lost to both State and counties, I am convinced that no legislative 
act could furnish so much of substantial benefit at so little cost to the tax 
rayer. Very Respectfully, 

W. W. STONE, Auditor. 

I concur with the Auditor, and will add, that in my judgment, 
the position should be restored, and the agent an expert in figures, 
and thoroughly familiar with the revenue laws of the State in all 
its details, and at the same time conversant with accounts—State 
and county. When delinquencies exist, personal examinations 
are absolutely necessary to discover and detect errors. 

The short sittings of grand juries neither afford the time required, 
nor have they the expert knowledge for such thorough investiga- 
tions as are necessary to detect delinquencies. 

The same may be said of District Attorneys, for they are en- 
engaged in the courts, and do not claim to be expert as accoun- 

. tants, and rarely have the time for a patient and exhaustive in- 
vestigation of books and accounts, or a thorougi. knowledge of 
the sources of inforination absolutely necessary to render efficient 
service in this regard. There are constant occuring instances 
where the Auditor has no way of detecting revenue that is withheld, 
save through the officer himself, or the clerk of the board of 
supervisors, - : 

For the foregoing reasons, I recommend the restoration of the 
office of Revenue Agent, and that it be filled by appointment of 
the Governor, by and with the consent of the Senate. ` 

During the years 1888 and 188g, the Commissioner of 


OFFICE OF AUDITOR PUBLIC ACCOUNTS, \ 


[94 
SWAMP LANDS 


sold 20,914 acres at one dollar per acre, and paid the amount, as 
directed by law, into the State treasury. And also sold during 
the years mentioned, of 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT LAND, 


9,699 acres at fifty cents per acre, making a total of $25,763.0¢ 
paid into the treasury from the sources mentioned. There re- 
mains unsold 227,632 54-100 acres of Swamp Land. 

From the Secretary of State, to whom is confided the sale of 
the 


CHICKASAW SCHOOL LANDS, 


I learn that the sa'es since the last report, amount to $12,806.78, 

From the Biennial Report of Hon. J. R. Preston, State Super- 
intendent of Education, which will be placed tn your hands, it 
will be seen that a remarkable development of the 


FREE SCHOOL SYSTEM 


has taken place within the last two years. Those who recall the 
introduction of the system in 1886, will remember that it; caused 
violent criticisms, in which I partially sympathized, but its vigor- 
ous achievements have furced upon thoughtful citizens of the State 
an appreciation of its business-like provisions, and its popularity 
and vitalizing effect appear in the enrollment of 51,213 more 
children in the schools than in 1886-’7. 

This is a significant triumph, and deserved compliment to the 
State Superintendent, who was a successful, practical teacher, and 
the author of the system that has given such satisfactory results. 

The improvement in the qualifications of the teaching force is 
evidenced by ro:8 more of them having procured 1st-grade 
licenses. ‘This is an increase of 60 per cent. At present 40 per 
cent. of the teaching force are rst grade. This improvement has not 
taken place in the upper ranks alone, but is manifest in the whole 
corps of teachers This improvement is no doubt owing to the 
system of uniform examinations, which caused teachers to study 
Tne people now demand tst-grade teachers when they can be ob- 
tained. It is gratifiying to note that more than 800 county school- 
houses have been erected in two years, which indicates an abiding 
interest in the cause of education. 

Many of our cities and towns have erected costly school build- 
ings, and maintain their free schools from eight to ten months in 
the year. Twelve towns in 1888~9 expended $184,000 in build- 
ings alone; thirty-five towns organized as separate school dis- 
tsicts, and are affording both primary aad high-school facilities to 
their children, and those of their counties. These schools have 
been developed to such a degree of efficiency that they give 
promise of supplying in our system the place of the costly high- 
schools maintained by other States. 
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While there has been progress ‘in all our public schools, it is 
probably most marked in the separate school districts, that de- 
serve to be sustained and encouraged. a 

There are 150 proprietary high-schools in the State, most of 
them free schools during the winter term, and pay schools the re- 
mainder of the session. They receive a generous support and are 
doing valuable service, which is an additional indication of the 
prosperity of our people, and their zeal in the cause of education. 

Teachers’ Institutesand associations are developing professional 
spirit among their members. a 

The State Teachers’ Association, a body of splendid teachers, 
at their session held recently in this city, which I had the pleasure 
of attending, recommended the establishment of a Normal Col- 
lege, and some important supplementary legislation on free 
schools, which 1 respectfully commend to your careful considera- 
tion. In the last decade of our free schools there has seen a 
steady advance—an increase of 90,090 children in the schools, 
the enrollment of 1889 beirg the highest by 25,000. The pro- 
gress being made in the free schools is gratifying, and in my 
judgment but little legislation is needed in that interest However, 
the honorable State Superintendent will submit his report, which 
I commend to your favorable consideration. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI, 


as at present organized, should command the earnest and cordial 
support of the people of the State. The Chancellor’s emi- 
nent suitability and fitness for the duties he so ably performs 
has infused new life into the college, and increased largely the 
attendance. At the suggestion of Chancellor Mayes, within the 
year several important changes have been made ın the Univer- 
sity, consisting in a re-organization both of the curriculum and of 
the faculty. 

Inthe Department ot Science, Letters and Art, there had been 
two so-called departments. Several of the departments embraced 
studies having no necessary connection, and in them a siudent, in 
order to obtain any credit toward his degree for work done, had 
to complete every study so embraced. 

Now, there are nineteen distinct’ schools, each independent of 
all others, and no student is forced to take any school not desired 
in order to get credit for work done in a school that is desired. 

Furthermore, the courses of study for the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts and Bachelor of Science have been so arranged that only 
six-fifteenths of the work required is prescribed; the remaining 
nine-fifteenths being elective. By this means, while in each of 
those important courses those studies generally considered indis- 
pensable are retained. yet also is allowed large latitude for indi- 
vidual tastes and aptitudes, 

The Preparatory Department, asa distinct and separate feature, 
hasbeen superceded. Preparatory instruction is still given to 
those needing it; but there is no Professor of the Sub-freshman class 
as heretofore. The preparatory classes are placed in the hands 
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respectively of the Professors of Ancient Languages, English and 
Mathemathics ; and thus the professors have the forming of the. 
students, each in his own school, from the beginning to the end. 

The chairs of Latin and Greek have been consolidated, as also 
have been those of Chemistry and’ Natural History. An Assist- 
ant Professor of Latin and Greek has been appointed; as also 
has been oné of English and Mathematics, with salaries of $1,- 

2co each. 

In making the changes mentionr d, great care was taken not to 
lower in any way the grade of scholarship. On the contrary, 
where any alterations were made, they were in the line of in- 
crease. The courses of study in ‘the French and the German 
and in History were doubled in extent, The wholly new feature 
of a course in Belles Letters was added as a separate school. 
The scale of proficiency exacted to pass from a lower class to 
one higher, has been raised from 5o to 70. 

Much attention is now paid to the development of the library, 
and an attractive building is nearly completed for that use. It is 
believed that the independent and general culture obtained by 
the students through the instrumentality of the library is very 
great and is most valuable. 

The trustees have in contemplation the establishment: of a de- 
partment of pedagogy; the object of which will be to train 
teachers for our schools and academies. 

I recommend and urge, that you pass an act making the degree . 
of a Licentiate of the University a license’to teach in any of 
the public schools:of the State, without further examination ; 
just as now its degree of Bachelor of Laws is a license to prac- 
tice law. 

The changes made have met a want felt by the people of the 
State, which has been manifested by a large increase‘in patron. 
age. The total registration of students for the last year was 189 ; 
that of the current session promises to be about 275. Although 
the session is only ten weeks advanced, there is already enrolled 
232. 

There is every promise of a new development and prosperity, 
It only remains for the people to confirm it by their interest and 
moral support. 


THE AGRICULTURAL AND "MECHANICAL COLLEGE 


gives a practical, as distinct from a professional education. 
The industrial features, in connection with the very thorough 
academic instruction in general culture and the sciences, enab- 
ling the youth of the State to engage in the practical pursuits of 
life as farmers, stock and dairymen, truck farmers, teachers, or 
indeed almost any vocation desired. Graduates from every class 
aré filling prominent positions as farmers, professors and instruc- 
tors of Agriculture and Chemistry, and as specialists at. Agricul- 
tural Experiment Stations, and uniformly advocating the doctrines 
and spreading the light of industrial education, not only in tihs 
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State, but in West Virginia, Kentucky, North Carolina, Georgia, 
Arkansas, Texas and California, and this with only seven građu- 
ating classes. The College and Agricultural Station is doing most 
excellent work in distributing information resulting „from experi- , 
ments. This is evidenced by the growth of the dairy industry 
which emanated from the College. For the nine years, since the 
establishment of the college, the average annual attendance of 
students has been 313, and I may add, that this number would 
have been greater but for want of room. 

The institution has been liberally patronized, but it will be 

borne in mind that in its establishment, accepting the $227,500 
from the general government, one-half only, of which it received, 
there was an implied obligation to maintain and support it. 
_ This obligation has been observed, until two years ago, when, 
with a view of retrenchment, the support was reduced $14.880 
below that given in any two previous years. I submit that this 
reduction produced quite a strain upon the college, and almost a 
complete change in the organization of the faculty. I am in- 
formed by the president, General Lee, that (14) professors 
and instructors have resigned in a little over one year, and that 
this marked reduction has produced a feeling of uncertainty 
among those who have contributed to the success and develop- 
ment of the College. Iam also advised that the board of trus- 
tees charged with the management of the College, and the presi- 
dent, are thoroughly impressed that the large attendance requires 
a more liberal support, and if not given, will result in destroying 
its efficency and usefulness. Upon examination you will find 
that the apportionment law can be modified and made more effi- 
cient. The College has been unfortunate during the present 
year, in having several disastrous fires, but this should induce a 
liberal spirit in contributing to its success. I call your attention to ` 
the fact that while itis an Agricultural and Mechanical College, 
the mechanical feature has never been established. Inmy judg- 
ment, this feature is of the greatest importance. It should be 
stablished or abandoned. 

_I submit for your consideratiom,. that the president, who has 
given years of his life to the success of the College, and board of 
trustees, are among your distinguished citizens, the most promi- 
nent of whom, I found representing the interest of the institution 
when I was inducted into office eight years ago. Their recom 


mendations I commend to your məst favorable consideration. 
I confidently assume that the l 


INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE AND COLLEGE 

has grown in public estimation and to-day meets with almost uni- 

versal fayor ; but this is the natural result, when it is remember 

ed that previous to the establishment of this college nota sepa- 

_ Tate dollar was ever expended by the State for the education of 
her fair daughters. . In founding this seat of learning the State 

entered a new field, The difficulties of organizing the different de- 


[ 18 J 


artments and co-ordinating their work of adding to, and equip- 
ping the buildings generously donated by the city of Columbus, of 
adjusting conflicting elements and setting the whole complicated 
machinery in motion, are apparent only to those who have under- 
taken such enterprises,and liable to be underestimated by the gen- 
eral public. When the college, with its splendid faculty and its 
halls filled to overflowing with students, suddenly sprang into the 
arena, it not only challenged the admiration but won the applause 
of the educational world. The new and novel departure drew the 
attention of our sister States, and they have watched with eager 
interest the progress of our enterprise. 

That distinguished educator and Christian gentleman, Dr. 
R. W. Jones, directed its operations for the first three years, and 
with the co-operation of his able assistants, all laboring with 
patience and skill, therewas collected the materials, demonstra- 
ting judgment and foresight which could’but give success. The 
plans adopted were so admirable that but few months were re- 
quired to impress the visitor with the precison and beauty of its 
appointments. 

In the character and scope of instruction the collegiate depart- 
ment ranks with Vasser, Wellesley and Smith, while the indus- 
trial training is equal to that given in the best technical schools in 
the United States. To those desiring liberal and accurate classical 
instruction the college offers unsurpassed facilities. The schools 
of Latin, English, Mathematics and Modern Languages are peers 
of the best in the land. The normal department qualifies its stu 
dents for the most desirable positions in the profession, and has 
already furnished more than one hundred teachers to our graded 
and rural schools. The industrial arts keep pace with other de- 
partments, and embrace phonography, telegraphy, type-writing, 
printing, free-hand drawing, design, engraving, wood carving, 
crayon portraiture, ornamental needlework, hammering metals 
and cutting and making dresses. Many of those trained in the 
industrial arts have secured renumerative employment and are 
supporting themselves in comfort and.independence 

The work of the school for the past two years has been of the 
most satisfactory character, under the direction of President 
Charles H. Cocke, a gentleman of broad scholarship and supe- 
rior executive ability. Its high standards have been admirably 
maintained, its purposes pursued with zeal and faithful earnest 
ness, its student body protected, trained and cultured. 

By merit the college has constantly gained ground, and its 
patronage continues to grow, but is limited for the want of greater 
accommodations. The prosperity of the school measures the ap- 
preciation in which it is held by students and patrons. 

Having recommended and favored the establishment of this 
great seminary for the girls of the State, and watched its progress 
with interest and solicitude, I will rejoice in its extension of use- 
fulness and future prosperity, I commend it’ to the people of 
the State, to your honorable ‘body and your succésscrs, as an 
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institution of which the State may be justly proud and one whose 
influence will broaden with the years, whose students elevate the 
moral and intellectual tone and add grace, dignity and culture 
to the society of our great commonwealth. 

We maintain colleges for our young men, and let it not be said 
that there is discrimination against womanhood in Mississippi. 

I commend the recommendations of the President and 
trustees to your favourable consideration. 

The report of the 

ALCORN A. & M. COLLEGE, : 


through its President, J. H. Burrus, shows not only a healthy 
condition, but that its management has been successful. 

The yearly enrollment in 14882 was 113; this number has 
gradually increased, until in 1888 and 1889 there were in attend- 
ance 216. 

The session of 1886-87, and that of 1888-’89, each, had a 
graduating class of nine. Upon careful enquiry as to the ocupa- 
tion of the students last year, it was found that ṣo per cent. of 
them were engaged in farming exclusively; about 40 per cent. 
were teachers, leaving about ro per cent. who pursue other vo- 
cations 

The increase in the yield of the college lands during the past 
seven years has been most satisfactory, and is attributable to care- 
ful cultivation, and the use of such fertilizers as were saved and 
prepared on the place. All the farm work has been done by stu- 
dents under the direction and supervision of the superintendent, 
and in a satisfactory manner. = 

President Burrus complains of insufficiency of room for stu- 
dents, and suggests that with an appropriation of two thousand 
dollars, that the two-story brick house, known as Belles Letters 
Hall, could be converted into a dormitory, making room for 
thirty additional students. The college has turned out quite a 
number of colored young men who have chosen the vocation of 
teaching,and several county superintendents, where these teachers 
are conducting schools, bear testimony to their efficiency and ex- 
cellent deportment Icommend the report of the college, which 


will be placed in your hands at an early day, together with the 
usual annual appropriations. 


THE NORMAL DEPARTMENT OF THE TOUGALOO UNIVERSITY 


has been, as I am informed, successfully conducted. Its course 
covers four years and the students are well prepared to teach in 
the free schools. f 

_ A six weeks normal session has been introduced for special 
instruction in the science of teaching. This is designed to ac- 
commodate those students who are unable to take the full normal 
course. This session is held in the spring and is attended by 
many colored teachers, during the vacation between the winter 
and summer terms of the free schools, This institution has ac- 
complished much good to the colored people of the State and is 
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contributing largely to the elevation of those who have attended 
its sessions. : a 

I refer you to the report of the State Superintendent for infor- 
mation touching the details and work of the school and commend 
it to your favorable consideration. 

My information is that 


THE STATE NORMAL SCHOOL 


at Holly Springs has, under its present management, increased 
in usefulness and been greatly erlarged. 

A two-years course of study has been arranged with special 
reference to fitting the students to become teachers in the com- 
mon schools. ‘Their study is confined mainly to the free school 
curriculum, i ; 

The enrollment in 1889 was 171, and the number of graduates 
8. Refore graduating all students must obtain a first-grade 
license to teach in the common schools The building has been 
thoroughly repaired at a cost of $500 out of the $100 ap- 
propriation made for repairs by the last Legislature. The school 
has been economically managed by the trustees. their current 
expenses being $675 less than the appropriations made for the 
two years support of the school. 

T learn that the deportment of the students have been most ex- 
cellent and not a single complaint made by the citizens against 
their conduct. 

Mississippi can point with pride to her charitable institutions, 
their conduct and management, as well as the hearty and gener- 
ous support they receive, from those whose pleasure it is to pro- 
vide for their care. e 

The report of Dr. T. J. Mitchell, Superintendent of the 

INSANE ASYLUM AT JACKSON, 
will be placed in yow hands at an early day. It will be shown 
that there were at the close of the year 1888, 441 patients, and 
at the close of the year 1889. 459 patients. The Superintendent 
assigns reasons for your consideration why improvements or 
additions rather, should be made to the two institutions, instead 
of erecting another. 

It is also suggested, and I fully concur in the suggestion, that 
it would be wise to consolidate the funds appropriated for the 
maintenance and conduct of the several charitable institutions, 
and confide to the trustees the expenditures. If it is thought 
proper not to adopt this course. the authority should be conferred 
upon the trustees to borrow from one fund to supply that of ar- 
other, if there ig an excess of one and a deficit in the-other. 

The report of the Superintendent and Trustees will advise you~ 
fully as to all details and needs of the Asylum. Dr. Mitchell has 
had an experience of twelve years as superintendent, and. it is un- 
` necessary for me to speak of his merits, distinguished ability and 


m for the position which he has so long and so creditably 
lled. f 


pont 
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I regret to inform your honorable body that Dr. James Mc- 
Willie, the assistant physician, because of continued ill health, 
tendered his resignation, He had occupied the position for 
nearly twenty years. Able in his profession, ripe in experience 
and faithful to duty, his host of friends sincerely hope for his early 
restoration to health. 

The vacancy of assistant physician was filled by the appoint- 
ment of Dr. Anderson, who is accomplished in his profession and: 
brings to the duties he has assumed a large and successful experi- 
ence. 

EAST MISSISSIPPI] INSANE ASYLUM. i 


By reference to the report of Dr. C. A. Rice, the Superin- 
tendent, it will be seen since the opening of the Asylum, there 
have been 641 patients admitted; there were, at his last report, 
230; since that time he has admitted 176, and there are now re- 
maining on hand 249. k 

Of those admitted since the opening, he gives r22 as epileptics 
or 19 per cent. of admissions ; of those remaining, 18 per cent. 
as epileptics, all of whom are hopelessly incurable. One-third 
of the deaths occurring in the five years were epileptics. 

There have been discharged from the Asylum since its opening, 
241 patients; of these 158 were recoveries, others improved, un- 
improved and not insane. The report shows well, when it is 
remembered that the character of case shave, from the first aud 
every subsequent report, show such a heavy excess of incurables. 

Dr. Rice, the efficient Superintendent, submits that the ap- 
propriation for support has not been sufficient for the actual eco- 
nomical necessities. The funds have been carefully expended 
by the Board of Trustees, who willadvise your Honorable Body 
of its inadequacy, and the actual needs of the patients. 

The Asylum, since it was opened for the reception of patients, 
has been in charge of Dr. C, A. Rice, ean attentive and ac: 
complished physician, who stands deservedly high in his pro- 
fession, with a kind heart and disposition which eminently fiit 
him for the delicate duties which he has faithfully performed as 
Superintendent. 

His assistant, Dr. Gully, is worthy, intelligent and efficient, 
and has performed his duty in a faithful and most satisfactory 
manner, 


I call your attention to the report of the Superintendent and 
Trustees of the 


DEAF AND DUMB INSTITUTE, 


of which Prof. J. R. Dobyns is, and has been for years, superin- 
endent Hiscorps of teachers are intelligent and capable, and 
always ready to aid and support the superintendent in the adoption 
ofany methods that will advance and give pleasure to those under 
their charge. The progress of the pupils is the highest evidence 


of cava teaching and training in the several departments of this 
school. 
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In April. 1888, tiie superintendénts of the institutions for the edu- 
cation of the deaf dumb tn ihe Uinted States met in this Insti- 
tution. It was‘among the most intelligent and cultivated bodies 
that ever assembled in our Capital. This was a high and de- 
served compliment to Professor Doybyns,. who ranks among the 
foremost of that intelligent body of educators. Twenty four 
States of the Union were represented at at this meeting, as was the 
Dominion of Canada. 

It gave me pleasure to welcome fo our State this distinguished 
body of teachers who are giving their time,-talentsand energies 
to such a good cause. The fonr days spent in our Institution 
were devoted to the discussion of important, questions touching 
the management and instruction of the deaf ‘This is the first time 
the South has ever liad the honor of entertaining this Conference. 

There have been enrolled in this Institution during the last two 
years 191 pupils. There has been an average of yearly attend- 
ance of 77 or 154 for the two ee At this time there are pres- 
ent 84. 

The progress of the pupils in their ‘studies ‘has been entire- 
ly satisfactory, their deporiment gocd, and the health exce- 
tent. ‘Two years ago the Trustees estimated that it would require 
tor all purposes, sutside of buildings anc improvement, $25,471 
for the years 1888 and 1889. The Legislature appropriated $24,- 
149.86, making a difference of $4,321.14, between the estimates 
of the Trustees and the amount appropriated by the Legislature. 
The amount designated by the Legislature for salaries and wages 
was less than was necessary fof the employees that were then 
engaged. The Trustees at once made such. changes as were re- 
quired to bring the expenditures of this department within the 
amount allowed, hence there is no deficit on account of salaries 
and wages. 

The expenditures in all other departments being contingent 
upon so many causes, it was impossible to anticipate the exact 
amount required. Before the expiration of the two years it was 
discovered that the -school would have to be closed, or debt in- 
curred. The Trustees thought that the school should by all 
means be continued, in which view JT fully concurred, which 
caused a deficit of $2,821.79, for which I trust your honorable 
body will.make provision. 

After careful examination, and the most rigid economy by the 
Trustees, for the past four years, I am satisfied that the amounts 
appropriated during that time were not sufficient, and that an in- 
crease is absolutely necessary for the next two years. 

The Trustees ask for the following sums for the ensuing two 
years : 


Salaries and wages for 1890. parade she ae Giants erates ae ....$ 8,020 
SUDO wed cadet eee an Pe nie cae 2 gerd sty Cutie 6,980 
Necessary repairs...........- dos Binder tw mAS ane orate Chere A 1,000 
Transportation....... E cuanGen EET 250 

ee deanicmtmmimesee 
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Same amount, $16,250 for 1891. 


In addition their needs are furnace............ we aes $ 700 
Large slates, school-room furniture, laundry machinery 


aNd SCWEF.. 2. o.. ee cee ee eee nee e et ewes 1,000 
Building for hospitals, laundry shops and store-room. .... 6.00 
Improvements at Colored department... ... ...-..- «. 2,C00 


I cordially recommend the estimates of $16,250 „for this, and 
the year 1891, and commend to your favorable consideration the 
necessity for the improvement asked by the Trustees. 

I refer with real pleasure to the management and condition of 
the 

INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND, 


and am gratified to say that the management of the Institution 
has been most excellent. It requires great patience to teach those 
who are deprived of sight, but the corps of teachers employed 
at this Institute are conscientious, competent and faithful. 

It is made my duty to inform you of the death of Dr. W. S. 
Langley, the former Superintendent, which occurred since the 
last session of the Legislature. Dr. Langley was for many years 
one of the leading physicians of the State, and prominent in the 
establishment of our benevolent institutions, The Trustees ap- 
pointed Miss Maggie Langley, long connected with the Institu- 
tion, to fill the vacancy, which, she did most creditably until re- 
cently, when she resigned, thinking that a gentleman would be 
more suitable for the position. The Trustees appointed Dr. P. 
Fairly, a physician of skill and high character, who was prevailed 
upon to accept the service, and who, I am sure, will discharge 
the duties most acceptably. 

I commend the report and recommendations of the Superin- 
tendent and Trustees to your favorable consideration. 

I refer with pleasure to the additions and increase of the 


STATE LIBRARY. 


Its conduct and management by the faithful and accomplished 
Librarian, Mrs, Mary Morancy, has been most excellent. Law 
books, both English and American, are annually added to the 
thousands of volumes already on the shelves, until there are but 
few Law libraries in the United States superior to that of Missis- 
sippi. 

The Railroad Commissioners constitute, and very properly, a 
board of control for the management and conduct of the 


PENITENTIARY, 


which for many years, indeed since its establishment, up to a few 
years ago, has drawn largely from the treasury of the State for its 
maintenance and support. 7 

My opinion has been, and now is, that the penitentiary should 
be managed by agents of the State. 


In my inaugural address in 1882, I stated, “ where there is so 


5 
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much to be done in the State, on roads, rivers, bridges and har- 
bors, where railroads and other facilities for transportation are so 
mach needed, and different communities are donating vast sums 
from time to time to secure them, it does seem: that such a num- 
ber of able-bodied persons, so well adapted to such work, and 
under the absolute control of the State, might be rendered highly 
useful and valuable. If this labor is profitable to those who hire 
it, it is not percéived why it might not also be profitable to the 
State.” 

In my biennial message in 1884, I concluded my communica- 
tion on this subject by the following extract: ‘ Experience and 
observation have confirmed me in the opinion expressed in my in- 
augural address two years ago as to the policy of leasing the pen- 
itentiary.” i 

From 1882 up to the first of January, 1886, there was paid into 
the State treasury, under my direction, collected from the lessees, 
$58,121.52, (fifty-eight thousand, one hundred and twenty-one 
dollars and fifty-two cents) being all and the only sums up to that 
time, so far as my knowledge extends, ever received from that 
source. In a communication to the Legislature in 1888, the last 
convened until the assembling of your body, I assumed. that the 
State, through its agents, could not only make the penitentiary 
self-sustaining, but at the same time insure humane treatment to 
the convicts. The reports which will be placed in your hands 
by the Superintendent and Board of Control will say as much, in 
addition to making suggestions for the future management of the 

rison, . 
During the session of the Legislature of 1884 I recommended 
the adoption of a 


~ 


RAILROAD SUPEVISION BILL. 


This recommendation followed the veto of'a bill to which I 
could not give my sanction, believing that many of its features 
were in violation of the Constitution. The correctness of this 
view was subsequently sustained by the Supreme Court when 
considering the constitutionality of the act passed and approved 
at the session mentioned. The white people of the State were 
pledged by a declaration in their platform ‘‘to the supervision of 
corporations of every description within constitutional . limits in 
the interest and for the protection of the people.” TI believed 
that the time had arrived to redeem that pledge, and in recom- 
mending the passage of the measure, I stated ‘“‘that legislation on 
this subject should be fair and equitable, else it will receive the 
instant condemnation of the people of Mississippi. Our people 
are just and intelligent. They are wide-awake and in full accord 
with the progressive spirit which has caused such a marvelous re- 
juvination of our country. They heartily favor the building of 
railroads and the full development of our ‘material resources, 
They cordially invite the investment of capital among us under 
the guarantee ofample legal and constitutional protection, etc,” 
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The bill was passed, and the appointment of commissioners con- 
fided to the executive. To carry its provisions into execution I ap- 
pointed my worthy successor, Governor Stone, Hons. W. B. Au- 
gustusand Wm. McWillie. They were enjoined by the railroads, 
and could do nothing until the litigation was ended, which con- 
sumed very nearly their entire term. Our Supreme Court sus- 
tained the constitutionality of the bill, as did the Supreme Court 
of the United States, and for the past four years it has been in 
operation through commissioners elected by the Legislature. The 
commissioners charged with the performance of this service and 
also constituting the Board of Control for the Penitentiary 
have made an elaborate report, which will be placed before you 
for your consideration and disposition. 

The report of the ? 


STATE BOARD OF HEALTH ` 


will be placed in your hands at'an early day, from which you will 
gather all information touching that important department upon 
which the people of the State confidently rely for exemption from 
epidemics and contagious diseases. E 

The thorough and complete organizations of Boards of Health 
in the Southern and Western States, and the close relations ex- 
isting between them touching the appearance and spread of con- 
tagious diseases, renders it almost impossible for a case to occur 
without being quickly detected, and therefore not unfrequently 
confined to the limits of its locality. 

For information relative to the organization, operations, his- 
rory and needs of the Board of Health, I refer you to the intelli- 
gent and exhaustive report of the President, Dr. J. M. Taylor. 
And for information touching the enforcement of quarantine reg- 
ulations, and the suppression of yellow fever which occured in 
Jacksonin 1888, I refer you for details to the report of the Sec 
retary who is, and has been for years, a prominent member of the 
State Board, Dr. Wirt Johnston, who is not only learned in his 
profession, but courteous dnd considerate in enforcing rules and 
regulations for protection from epidemics. 

It becomes my duty to report the death of Dr. S. V. D. Hil, 
of Macon, which occurred in the fall of the past year. At 
the time of his death he was President of the State Board of 
Health. Dr. Hill was a physician of distinguished ability, and 
so recognized throughout the State. With scholarly attainments 
and Christian graces, he was esteemed and beloved by a large 
circle of friends. His death was a serious loss to the medical 
profession of Mississippi. 

In a message heretofore submitted to the Legislature, I felt it 
to be my duty to call attention to the habit of carrying 


CONCEALED WEAPONS, 


and its frequent unlawful use. Some means, however radical, 
should. be invoked to put an end-to this habit. I unhesitatingly 
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recommend as a remedy for the evil, that the Alling or attempting 
to Rill by means of a weapon drawn from concealment on the per- 
son, shall constitute a crime for which there shall be no excuse or 
justification. Law-abiding citizens, who makeup and constitute 
well-regulated communities, don’t carry concealed weapons. A 
pistol affords no assistance to the minister in preparing his sermon, 
nor the farmer in repairing his implements, nor the.lawyer in the 
investigation of his cases, nor the doctor in’ administering his 
medicine, nor the merchant in the sale of his wares, nor the car- 
penter or blacksmith in the use of their tools, but it is an znsfru- 
ment of death, and he who puts it on and conceals it about his 
person often invites antagonisms and then avails himself of its 
unlawful use. Make the use, or attempt to use, a concealed 
weapon a crime for which there is no justification. A man will 
cease to carry that which he can’t use. Ifa deadly weapon must 
be carried, let it be done openly and the carrier advertise his 
bravery, instead of concealing on his person, and in easy reach, 
the means of taking human life. 


* 


DEFIANCE OF LAW. 


In the month of July, of the past year, two persons from. dis- 
tant States engaged in what is termed a ‘‘prize fight” in this- 
State. The fight was advertised in the public journals, “North 
and South. Before the day arrived I issued a proclamation 
warning the public that it was in violation of our laws, and 
directing all peace officers to prevent the meeting and preserve 
the peace. Although the proclamation was published in most of 
the papers in the State;and in the dailies of New Orleans, where 
the principals were stopping, yet neither the principals nor their 
abettors regarded the official notice, but proceeded to establish 
the battle ground in the connty of Marion, where the fight 
occurred. I felt it to be my duty to apply all the means at my 
command for the prevention of this disgraceful exhibition of 
brutality, and therefore stationed State troops at different points 
on the several railroads with instructions to aid the sheriff in the 
preservation of peace. The North-Eastern Railroad, a corpora- 
tion indebted in part for its existence, to the Legislature of this 
State, and having control, as I understand, of the telegraph com- 
panies on the liné of its rodd, gave such instructions as to prevent 
communication between the sheriff, who had charge of the mili- 
tary stationed at Nicholson. and myself. But whether or not this 
be true, it is a certain and undeniable fact, that the North-Eastern 
Road made it possible for the fight to occur in this State, It did 
so in defiance of a public proclamation—in defiance of morality, 
peace and decency. Through its‘agents it sold the tickets for 
the managers of the fight, retaining its share, and paying 
over the share due the beligerents and their managers. Such 
an indignity was probably never before offered to any State 
in the American Union, for the gain of a few thousand 
dollars. This gross indignity. and flagrant violation of law 


[ 22 ] | 


is most surprising when it is remembered that the corporation owns 
millions of property in the State, and in case, from any cause it 
becomes endangered, the strong arm of our laws are invoked for 
its protection. In other words, say the corporation. Execute the 
laws in our behalf, protect us from all harm, but when it suits our 
convenience to violate and spit upon your laws, we will do so, 
A high official stated that we—meaning the corporation—‘‘did not 
expect the fight to occur in Mississippi, but in the State of 
Louisiana; our local attorney informed us that it was not against 
the law in that State.” Then the intention was not to respect the 
proclamation of the distinguished Chief Magistrate of Louisiana, 
but to be governed by the advice of the local attorney. 
However, the excuse is, that at a late hour the battle 
ground was changed, and inasmuch as the railroad had re- 
ceived the money nothing was left them but to transport 
the principals and spectators to the scene of the fight. The 
„excuse is in keeping with the entire transaction. With much 
confidence it is alleged that the stockholders of the corpor- 
ation cannot in anywise be held responsible for this outrageous 
defiance of law. Upon the same theory a person who affords 
the means of escape to a murderer or an assassin, knowing him 
to be such, could not be punished. 
If stockholders of a corporation are exempt from disgraceful 
violations of law committed by their agents, let it be so declared; 
- let it be known that they enjoy privileges that individuals would 
not dare to exercise. The principals in this affair were appre- 
hended, one in the State of New York, the other in Maryland, 
at a heavy expense. Both have been tried in the Circuit Courts 
and have appealed from the judgments to the Supreme Court of 
the State. 

In view of the action of the corporation mentioned, I requested 
the Attorney-General to assist the district attorney in the district 
where the offense was committed, to institute proceedings for the 
forfeiture of the charter of the North-Eastern Railroad, I grant 
that the remedy is a severe one if successful; but it would be a 
thousand times better that one corporation should go out of exist- 
ence and the State incur any reasonable expense, than for the 
laws of a great commonwealth to be openly defied and the peo- 
ple who bear the burdens of government mastered by a privi- 
leged class, who entrench themselves behind employees and 
escape responsibility. I was gratified that my action in the 
premises was heartily endorsed by the late State Convention and 
will only add that ‘‘prize fighting should be made a felony.” 

I call your attention to an interest that has long been neglected 
and which, in my judgment, demands your most’ careful consid- 
eration, that of 

OYSTERS. 


Our Gulf Coast abounds in the most delicious oysters, and it is 
said by those familiar with their beds and reefs that for flavor and 
size our Coast oysteris unexcelled. 
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A great many fishermen are engaged in this industry, carrying 
from the reef to his destination schooner-loads of oysters, and the 
manner of performing this labor, if continued a few years, would 
exhaust the magnificent reefs trom which they are taken. Itis al- 
leged, and from enquiry I have no doubt of the truth of the state- 
ment, that schooners are hastily loaded,.and while under head- 
way for the place of sale, the culling is done, and the young, un- 
merchantable oyster is tossed overboard and dies. There should 
be a provision of law that the culling should be done at the bed 
or reef, and the young oyster thrown back in his native home so 
as to grow and if possible make the industry inexhaustible, 

There are a number of canning establishments on the coast that 
use probably one-and-a half or two million barrels of oysters, for 
which they pay less than fifty cents per barrel—amounting to prob- 
ably a half-million of dollars, When you add to this multiplied 
thousands of barrels that are shipped tresh to dealers and con- 
sumers, you at once realize the gigantic proportions of this indus- 
try, and the corresponding destruction sustained by the present 
mode of culling. In transporting the oyster by the fisherman to 
the place of sale, many vessels are employed, and hundreds of 
men. 

The oyster area can and should be largely increased: This can 
be accomplished by planting along the shores where they thrive, 
and give good returns for the labor incurred. It will be remem- 
bered that Virginia and Maryland had sefious trouble touching 
their oyster interests, and with a view of increasing that highly 
appreciated bivalve, I respectfully urge the importance of enact- 
ing laws to that end, and to prevent the constant depletion cause- 
by the present destructive policy of culling. 

I am gratified to say that the State, during the past few years, 
has given unmistakable evidences of 


PROGRESS AND PROSPERITY. 


The increase of the valuation of property, real and personal, 
not estimating that of railroads, they paying a privilege tax, has 
been, since 1882, more than forty millions of dollars. At the 
date mentioned there was in the State 1,078 miles of railroad ; 
to-day there are 2,366 miles. The new and enlarged depot build 
ings for the accommodation of the public have correspondingly 
increased. Cotton and other factories mentioned in this commu- 
nication have kept.pace with the growing facilities of transporta- 
tion. Our chief industry, agriculture, is prosperous, a few locali- 
ties constituting the exceptions. Truck farming and fruit raising 
have made rapid strides with satisfactory results. 

Levees on the Mississippi river are far better than ever before 
in their history, and farmers in the growing and magnificent 
Delta feel more security from floods than at any former period. 
Ali this growth and prosperity is based on solid foundation. Na- 
tional and private banks have*been established in different 
parts of the State, with ample capital to supply the needs, at a 
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moderate rate of interest, required in the various enterprises and 
vocations mentioned. 

I respectfully emphasize the fact that, since 1881, not a vote 
has been cast in opposition to the State ticket nominated by the 
political party to which nearly every member of your honorable 
body belongs, and the intimation, from any quaner, of invoking 
improper methods in State elections is a slander upon the fair 
name of our commonwealth, for there has been no opposition to 
the party nominated by the white peoplé, who pay ninety-nine 
dollars of every hundred required for the support and maintenance 
of the State government. 

Along with the material prosperity. it gives me real pleasure to 
note the progress and growing influence of the 


VARIOUS RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS OF THE STATE. 


So vitally are the spiritual faiths of a people related to their 
political and industrial development. that those entrusted with the 
administration of public affairs must be deeply interested therein. 
It is gratifying to every patriot, therefore, to learn that in all the 
churches the past several years have been marked by fervent 
zeal, conscientious devotion to religious convictions, large Hib- 
erality to benevolent enterprises and an unusual numerical in- 
crease of members. Many houses of worship have been erected 
and of an improved style of architecture. Schools andlcolleges, 
under the auspices of these religious bodies, are generously pa- 
tronized, and others have been projected, thus adding materially 
to our facilities for the higher home education. 


JEFFERSON DAVIs. 


I feel it to be proper to remind your honorable body that the 
mortal remains of Jefferson Davis have been temporarily depos- 
ited in the city of New Orleans, to await the decision of his widow 
and family as to the place of their final rest: and also of the 
strong and general feeling of the people of this State on the sub- 
ject, and the equally interesting subject of the manner in which 
the memory of this great and good man, the most renowned of 
all her public men, shall be honored and preserved. 

The events of his illustrious career brought him into relations 
of high trust and of supreme importance to the people of other 
States, to whom these subjects are of scarcely less concern. To 
the people of this State, however, he stood in peculiar and inti- 
mate relations. He cast his lot with them in early life. This was 
his home. He was their fellow-citizen, and his brilliant and 
useful public life began at their bidding and in their service. He 
served them in the high positions in which they placed him with 
unwavering loyalty and affection, and his work and achieve- 
ments added lustre to their annals. They cherish his memory 
with grateful reverence. The desire, therefore, is, as it is natu- 
ral, that bis remains shall find their final resting place in the 
State of Mississippi, and that the State shall take upon itself the 
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expense of accomplishing both these aad: and that without 
obtrusive assertion, but with much earnestness, your honorable 
body shall manifest ‘this feeling in a manner befiting its dignity. 
I am sure that the whole subject may be safely committed to 
the judgment, the patriotism, and magnanimity of the Legisla 
ture. 
CONCLUSION. 


I shall carry with me in my retirement from office a grateful 
sense of the oblizations I owe tò the people of Mississippi, for 
the honors they have conferred upon me and for the continuing 
evidences which I have received of their approval and apprecia- 
tion. To faithfully administer the trust reposed in me, and to 
advance and further the interests of the Commonwealth, I dedi- 
cated my humble abilities. How far I have contributed to these 
ends is not a proper subject of discussion here, It gives me 
pleasure to express my warm regard for the State officers and their 
assistants, and the Supreme Judges, from all of whom I have 
received many kindnesses and courtesies. J indulge the hope 
that the future of our beloved State may, under the continued 
blessings and guidance of the Great Master of the Universe. 
have uninterrupted, peace and prosperity. 

ROBERT LOWRY. 


